
SPECTACULA
T the present moment there are

In the possession of the Chamber-

lainA of the city of New York two

canvas bags which contain $5,000

In gold. This fortune is waiting

for the heirs or next of kin to

l.ene Gantier to come forward and claim

it, bat nnless some one can be found who

an tell who this Rene Gantier was it is
unlikely that the heirs will ever be discov

ered and the mosey will eventually be

sebeated to the State and torned over to

he State Treasurer at Albany.
Ren Gantier was Frenchman who

operated as a spy for the Confederate
jrcvernment during the "War of the, Re-

bellion, and the story of his career, as it
has been unearthed by investigators who
"iave been trying to find the legitimate

laimants to what he left reads like that
f a character in a "shilling shocker."' H

was born somewhere in France, but the
xact location of the place cannot be giv--

jn, because little or nothing is known oi
sis early life or of his family. In fact, it is
not even certain that "Gantier" was his
right name. He tamed np in New York
Ir the summer of 18G4 and presented him-

self, anrecorataended. to a boarding honsp
apt by Mme. Sophie Picatecr at Km.

1.237 Broadwav. She took him without
question as a lodser. The fact that he
was a Frenchman was recommendation
enonch. Toward the other lodgers tV
new boarder was at all times friendlv. b
never Intimate, and they knew him onlt
" a pleasant mannered and inteHicpn
man who was interested In a patent --

something of the kind. He did not wnrV
t he had plentv of monev. nevertheless

Mme Picateer. in ihe way of most
landladies, was inquisitive about her new
boarder and in a tactful manner she e
about finding ont something definite con
oeming his pat She learned that he was n

widower whose wife bad died two yetr
before he arrived in New York, and a child
had also died previous to his leaving
France. He was, he said, twenty-nlr-e

vears old. His reason for coming to this
country was to dispose of the American
rights to a new French invention for the
manufacturing of an excellent imitation
of stained glass at a very reasonable
figure.

Bv war of digression he told her that a
brother of his had been kiHed by a bomb
explosion that was part of an attempt
on the Hfe of Louis Napoleon in 184S
Besides the knowledge that he was in
correspondence with a sister who was liv
ing in Paris, these were all the facts that
Mme. Picateer was able to obtain con-

cerning him. His statement in regard
to a patent was truthful, tbongh she had
no meang of verifying it at the time. It
has since been learned, however, that he
negotiated with a company in Boston for
the sale of the patent and made an agree-

ment the terms of which provided that he
was to receive for it $S.000. One-ha- lf

of this sum was to be paid to him on
January X, 1S65, and the other half on
May 1 of the same year.

When the pew year came around he
received the first payment from Boston,

for hoards palms, hoard of

YJ
ECORDBD as one of most, I realized it was necessary

lesoerate bank and post office
burglars that ever blasted a safe,

a mas Known ro tug auui"u
the country over as "Gentleman

Sam ' is now holding a responsible posi-

tion in a New York hotel, reforma-

tion, according to himself and friends, full

nd wnnlete. Sam. as he will be called

here, has buried his past and the many

aliases under which he operated so

that even the police, who o re
lentlessly pursued him for years, are
eager to give him a chance to pro-- e tnat
ae intends to stick to the straight and

aarrow path, and guard ssealoosly the

secret of his identity.

The reformed bank burglar and slayer
for he once killed a man while seeking

to escape from a posse that pursued him

Is now employed by a big hotel within

a stone's threw of Broadway. There

was found by the writer a few days ago

in the act of assigning a new arrival to

the room had just engaged.

"A long term in prison convinced me,"

Sam said when comfortably seated at a
table, with a sparkling glass of mineral

. , - -, it ,, 1

.,
water before "that conciuoea

x.
dollars, all the

Heaven
tell that

or lowed. police
money I never permitted any oostacie
Btand between me its acquisition. If
it was necessary to knock a man on the

head to strip of his wallet I promptly

and unhesitatingly delivered the blow. If
was to resort to

violent tactics I still went ahead with
the job but I always got the money.

That was the paramount issue, and

those days I needed of it for it
was 'come easy, easy,' and always

was as a big spender.
"But those days are and buried

now, and I don't want to recall them.
know record as well as I do. so

what's the use attempting to re-

late to you what you know? You

would only think 1 was trying to
np or prove that there were extenuating

circumstances surrounding my acts. I
tell you this much, I was

the son wealthy I
reared in luxury was never denied a
thing I craved. Money was

me, and as I look back upon ow

that seems the of my downfall.
Educated at fashionable schools
and later at one of the big Eastern

I was gxadaated to learn that I
had been pampered spoiled, and when

walked forth what I expected to be
a life of pleasure, luxury and I
found my father been stripped

fortune. Evidently there
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$4,000 in gold, which at that time was
almost equivalent to $S,000, because gold

was at a premium. Mme. knew
that the money had come to him, but he
did not tell ber its source, and her curi-

osity rs further aroused when he told

her tfit he expected another sum of

money "in six He said that after
the second sum he would re-

turn Paris and would make his home

with his sister. immediately after

"; was
the when that

his

ffl. n tn work in oraer iu ""
j lii.oisiwiiu! rtip thought was so re--

i: i,.t T inafpd around

until I found myself a
t fni- - BUM 'but an appeuie auu i.x."&

once had possessed.
"Natarally, with such principles it was

r, kr stpn into circles society far
below that stratum in which I had been

reared. I avoided my old-tim- e associates
friends, made in theand sough, new

underworld. The men I met there, who,

I was told, were reaping harvests by ne-

farious means, most certainly were no

smarter than L If they could get money

so easily, surely I conjd do likewise, and

this determined to do, and that speedily.

Well, it came my waj, oven easier than
I had supposed, and before long I was
in funds again, but somehow I had no

inclination to lead a double It
woukl have been an easy matter for me

to disappear and stay away until I had
replenished purse, and then reappear
among my old college friends arid hold up

end with the most affluent of tnem.

But since I had chosen a life oE crime 1
iU, T ,f.t nro" -- "- " "him, honesty b the

i r t cirpie o-- i intujub, auu mcj wiwk w
ztu i nave, xuoi aw - -

iS, of sme mals 3ust aa deft as
thousands of

wSJ untiTa year ago, I got by sharp myself. It's all over now, thank
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quarters in this country can give you data
bearing on my career fuller and more
ample than I could furnish you offhand."

"Gentleman Sam" in police parlance was
not only a "bad lot" but an exceptionally
smart thief. When he elected a career
of crime he fell in with a number of sec-

ond story men and sneak thieves in Bow-

ery resorts, and in a few weeks he was
of the most active in their clan. He

prospered, but, as he later told a detec-

tive, he found this line of adventure too
tame, so he drifted from ranks into
those of yeggmen, with whom he had
made one or two successful sorties on

post office and small town bank safes.
As a yeggman Sam proved an instan-

taneous success.
Realising that the rippst fields were in

the South, he made a trip through Vir-

ginia and West Virginia, and as a con-

sequence a trail of wrecked safes was
left in his wake. The hunt for this little
band for there were only four in it-g- rew

so hot that they left the balmy air
of the Southland for the more rigorous

nnffraticns
was

guise, for the adventures met withl
on trip resulted in his shootinc his

thing lacking stamina, bank watchman, his ultimate and

he got the initial payment he left hex
boarding house and moved to that kept
by Mr. Addison P. Smith, at 219
West Forty-eight- h street. Not
after this he called at the office of Will-ia- m

S. Charnley, a broker, doing business
at No. 34 Wall street, and arranged
buy through Charnley government
"Bonds. By February 10 the broker had
sold him worth.

It was about this time that the Secret

o Canada, wnere tney continued),Ilong prison, tue
tKoir tinmnlestpu. 4 . r-- . . a-- ,i--m. ,. trial which proved a iiasco.

But Sam doomed to return i" i the
ew he

that

capture
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to
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Having explored and post
off fees of the and North, Sam
elected a new itinerary. He decided that
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Tbic was easilr accomplished, for he sxill

Service agents of the government at
Washington became possessed of infor-

mation that led them to suspect that
Rene Gautier,, a. a spy
From then en they closely watched his
movements and intercepted his maiL
Gantier was a clever man and it did not
take him long to discover the scrutiny
under which he was living. This dis-

covery made him very nervous.

It so happened that a brother of Gau--

It
i

feast to afford a first class ticket on a

fast train to Chicago
Evidently his reputation as a

and dring j precedeu
him, for he was rujally welcomed into

inner circle of criminal

As' He Rushed In He Found Gautier Across the Bed. Life Was ExtincL

tier's new landlord, Addison P. Smith,
was a Secret Service agent, and advantage
was taken of this relationship to get a
better line on the man's actions.
Consequently the agent went to New York
from Washington ostensib to spend a
month's vacation at the home of his
brother in the Forty-eight- h street house.
He arrived there on Saturday,
14, 1S65. Only a few hours after bis ar-

rival every one in the house knew
that a Secret Service man was living un-

der" the brother's roof. Among the first
to learn this fact was the young French
man, Gautier, and he was so affected byj

into

will

$h

incarceration

Confederate

Over the Prostrate Body, Sent Several Shots Into
had tunds left after his elect, aud before many days una

e'ui.in had

the Chicago's

Lying

suspected

February

boarding

enough farewell elapsed
his operations for the immediate future
wero mapped out This programme m
eluded the looting of a chain of sma I

ton ii yot-- t otfi-i-- a an J 1 all a doiion Luiim,

'lhe iLrong boxes of tbost ariuu 111V1

tutions readily jielded their nxpecu.e
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the news that he secluded himself in his
room. He did not come down to supper
on Saturday evening, nor did he come out
at any time during ' e night Breakfast
time came Sunday morning, but still he
remained closeted, and then toward noon
came the sound of two pistol shots from
behind his door. Every one in the house
immediately made ft- - his room. The Se-
cret Service man - . the first to reach
the door. and. finding it locked, be bat-
tered it down. As he rnshed in he found
Gantier lying across the bed. Life wa
extinct There were two wounds in the
body, one in the head snd another in the

exposed,
was well supplied with money when he
returned to Chicago. Pushing his way
further West he saet with equal success.
until the old longing for Broadway over
came him, he decided to return to the
Bast He went as for as Buffalo ; de-

cided to stop over there a day or two to
meet several old croaies, and this proved
his undoing.

The men he met in Buffalo beseeched
him to join them in a little bank job not
far away, and they gave him such glow-
ing account: of the big amount of noney
reposing in its strong box that he yielded
and decided to postpone his visit to New
Y-r- for a few days that he might pick
up this "easy money" and thus reinforce
the already big SHm be bad "planted" and
with which h had expected to dazzle hkj
old New York, frieada.

In discussing this raid, Sam beseeched
the writer not to mention the name of
the town where the most thrilling snd
at the same time the most dastardly deed
in his life of crime was executed.

'"There are several men in that town
whose faith in me is unbounded,' Sam
Knid "Tn fact two of them made it
possible for me to get the position I ara
now holding, and I am afraid if they see
what von intend to write abot me tbey

think I am either yeamins for tha
.1.1 nrA m. alca T am knastinr- - about it
They may withdraw their interest in me,

and knows I doa t want to fall
back in the old ways."

In any event Sam and bis cronies went

to the little town in the upper part of

New York State and close to the Cana
dian border. Tbey reconnoitred and

found the surroundings just as advan-

tageous for the robbery of the bank and

their flight as they had been told.
to Sam. the conditions were

"ideal." and everything looked so "easy"

that as he expressed it "it seemed like a
shame to take the money."

Ram was an exnert "safe man." He
had mastered the intricacies of making

ind applying explosives, and he abo was
I deft with the drill and jimmy. It was
well toward inree ociwk oh --

- hummus
of a dreary and murky November day.

Not a sonl was stirring, even the town

watchman having turned into a shelter-
ing haven to escape the murk and chilling

fo. The bank was not wired with bur-

glar alarms, so ingress was simply a

nuestion of jimmying a rear window.

Sam was the first to scramble through

the opening, one man accompanying bun

and two remaining on the outside to do
picket duty

It required but one blast of the nitro-.tlvcer-

to send the door of the safe
starting fioni it" lngis Tle Hint r uoor
was drilloU. and in a t nkltng .he strung i

SPY
'.breast A. smoking revolver had slipped
irom nis right hand and lay on the floor,
and beside hkn on a chair lay two bags
cjntaining more than $4,000 in goW.

Some of the above facts were brought to
light at the Coroner's inquest which was
held one week after the suicide, bat others
were discovered only recently when de-

tectives unearthed the almost forgotten
case and found new evidence. Before the
body was buried search was started for
relatives of the dead man, but nothing
came of it Ao one was found then or
since who had a legitimate claim to the
cash that was round beside the-- . body, and
when i became apparent that no one
would be traced, at least for some" time,
the Public Administrator took charge of
his effects. After funeral expenses and
other bills were paid there still remained
.'3.337. This sum was banked and has
increased materially during the interven--i

years. The Boston company which
had bought Gautiers patent gained by
his death, for when the second payment
fell due, there was no authorized person
to receive it Should the man's heirs ever

I be found a large sum can be collected by
.them from this company lor the use o the
stained glass process since 1S85.

I Th fnet that the frnvprnment's Rerret
Service agents had been on his trail was

'not made public at the time of Gantier'a
death. Publicity was something to be
avoided, because they wanted to trap the

tpersons with whom the man had beea co-

operating. The letters in the series that
he had been receiving at Smith's boarding
house, and which had been intercepted,
were all unsigned and postmarked
at Philadelphia. Paris, Troy, New
York, Montreal and other places, hut the
evidence that they furnished had not quite
constituted grounds on which to base his

, arrest For a week or so after he killed
himself, they continued to arrive at his
Forty-eight- h street address, and ceased

i without the authorities having been able
to identify or trace their senders. Thus
all chances of finding orft who Gautier
was were ended in so far as that line of
investigation was concerned.

The search for his sister or other heirs
has been carried on extensively in France.
Many families bearing the name Gautier
have canvassed and many church, and
municipal records have been gone over,
bat these efforts have not been fruitful.
The mystery surrounding his identity is
as ranch a mystery to-da-y as It was on
February 15. 1S65. Who was net Who
and where are his heirs? Who were the
persons with whom he was in eommnni-calio- n

as a, spy?

27EXT .VK ',,
The missing Besmond family. Dan-

iel J. Desmond, Papal Consul, died
leaving S20,000. His family moved
to Hew York from but
the estate has never been settled be-

cause his daughter, who had posses-
sion of the will, dropped out of sight.
Six other members of the family have
also

Reformed Bank Burglar, Reared in Luxury, Who Once Answered the Call of the Underworld
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mysteriously disappeared.

greenbacks and gold. There, before them,
lay $S7,000, . d there was none to say
them nay!

The money was qziddy transferred
from the safe to the pockets of the yegg-me- n,

and "Gentleman Sam" scrambled
throngh' the window with more money in
his possession than he had ever had at
any one time before.

As Sam and his inside confederate slunk
from beyond the shadow of the bank
they noticed that the "gay cats." or look-
outs, had disappeared. This did not
necessarily alarm them, althoagh they
thought it strange. They had proceeded
but one short block from the bank when
a shot rang out and Sam's companion
sank $vith a groan, a bullet having
pierced his arm. He was qnickly on hi3
feet again, however, and he md Sam
simultaneously drew their revolvers, and
stood ready to fire the moment the per-
son who had just shot showed himself.
They had not long to wait, for a head
peered from behind a sheltering corner.
and as a little spit of flame bekhed from
its owner's revolver Sam and his com-

panion both fired. Then for a few min-

utes a lively fusillade of shots followed,
and as the man who had surprised the
yesgmen fell writhing with a baHet in
his groin Sara and bis fellow yegg ran
to his side and, standing over the pros-
trate body, sent several shots into it It
was afterward learned that any oae of
those shots would have proved fatal.

By this time scores of men came run-

ning from all directions, and all were
armed Shot followed shot and Sam and
his confederate sped through the streets
to the outskirts of the town, and both
were slightly wonnded more than once
by the bullets that rained in their wake.
Despite this handicap. Sam's companion
escaped. Left in the lurch, Sam quKkly
reloaded his two revolvers and, taking
refuge in an old barn, stood off the posse
until at an auspicious moment h" made
a break for the open and sped to the tail--

road tracks, where he quickly disappeared
down a steep embankment aad thence
into a dense thicket

His reformation, he asserts, was ef
fected while in prison, and he now de
clares that nothing could tempt him to
transgress in the slightest degree, since
he has never known what real happiness
and contentment were until he found he
was able to earn an honest living.

He is married now, and his wife and
little girl adore him. He swears that
he told his sweetheart evcjjBiii:
neeted with his past beS
her consent to marrj hii
implicit faith in him
for his little girl are
which will ever mrej
path of righteousn si

JteS.


